
This phenomenon affects the entire 
food chain, causing great harm to the 
entire ecosystem.
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"Fish basket" is an innovative approach for adaptive and 
science-based management for sustainable and resilient

multispecies fisheries.

Fisheries managers, scientists, fishers, and other stakeholders decide together
how to group species in "baskets".

THE MAJORITY OF FISH FISHERIES IN THE 
WORLD ARE MULTISPECIES.

An agreement is made on which basket will be managed first or 
which requires further detailed studies. 

Fish Basket management is adapted periodically based on 
evaluations of indicator species.

WHAT IS A MULTISPECIES FISHERY? 

When being fished at the same time:

Species that are less productive, easier to 
fish, or with high commercial value can 
become depleted faster than the rest.

Afterward, there are species which
are less desirable or harder to fish.

WHAT ARE THE CHALLENGES FOR MULTISPECIES FISHERIES? 

An initiative for the sustainable 
management of multispecies fisheries 

I'm the king mackerel and I am 
highly vulnerable. I'm in high 
demand because I am very tasty, but 
it takes me a long time to reproduce.

I'm the lane snapper and I 
reproduce quickly, but I am highly 
fished. Because of this, I am 
moderately vulnerable.

I'm the longspine squirrelfish, less popular 
than the King mackerel, but I grow and 
reproduce more quickly. This makes me a 
low vulnerability species.

LONGLINES

"We are similar because we live 
in reefs, our price is low in the 
market, and our populations are 
not healthy".

Vulnerability to overfishing
High Low

Each species has very different characteristics which make them more or less vulnerable to overfishing.

Anchovy - "I was chosen as an indicator 
species because I make up the majority
of the catch".

The im
pacts of clim

ate change are taken into account in all of these steps.

GILLNETS

Baskets simplify management when applied to multiple species.

INSIGHTS

FISH BASKETS

Lutjanus synagris Holocentrus rufusScomberomorus cavalla

Species are located in quadrants 
based on their health status and 
vulnerability to �shing.

"Indicator species" are identified and their health status is monitored in order to 
determine sustainable catch limits that apply to the entire �sh basket.

Species are grouped following 
the criteria agreed on to create 
"management baskets".

To know more �she.edf.org

HOW ARE FISH BASKETS CREATED?
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Scientific evidence shows that fisheries across the globe have many 
possibilities to recover and to continue contributing to the health of 
ecosystems and the prosperity of communities which depend on them.

"Fish baskets" contribute to these efforts, facilitating decision-making 
through collaborative efforts and the implementation of adaptive fisheries 
management based on the best available science.

When multiple species are caught at the same time and with same fishing gear.  


