
NON-COMMERCIAL
FISHERIES
Recreational fishing is the non-commercial fishing of aquatic
animals (fish) that doesn't make up the fisher's primary source of
food. These fisheries are regulated by the components below:

COASTAL ZONE
MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY

is responsible for the management of Belize's sport fishing sector as well as
the licensing agency through which a sport fishing license can be obtained. In
order to participate in sport fishing within Belizean waters, one must obtain a
sport fishing license. 
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FISHERIES RESOURCES ACT
refers to the issuing of permits for categories of non-
commercial fishing, prescribing conditions for permits
(declaring bag limits, fishing seasons, fishing gears, fishing
areas and list of species to be fished for this purpose). 

mandates that the sport fishing license is a legal requirement to participate in
sport fishing; it also grants management duties to CZMA. S.I. 115 under this
Act provides the schedules for the sport fishing licenses. Vessels that
engage in sport fishing must also be marked according to the Fisheries Act. 

COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY

BELIZE COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT ACT

RECREATIONAL
SPORT
SUBSISTENCE



Participation in recreational fisheries is growing in Belize and in some
cases, it is perceived as rivaling commercial fishing. This growth must
be addressed by balancing commitments to sustainability while
considering the socioeconomic benefits of recreational fishing. To do
so, Belize plans to:

Develop a national framework for recreational fishing which includes a
licensing strategy that builds upon lessons learned from the Managed
Access framework.
Organize individuals and leaders to form a National Association that
represents the fishing guides of Belize. This will facilitate sharing
information between guides.
Advocate for greater accountability in data collection to monitor catch
data, habitat health and stock population, which is useful for
preventing overfishing and sustaining habitat health.
Improve non-recreational fishers' economic wellbeing by allowing
them to participate in recreational fishing as guides. This can also help
reduce fishing pressure on commercial fish species.
Promote local stewards to uphold pillars of sustainability and ensure
their recreational fishing area is healthy.
Create a platform for dialogue among the various stakeholders in the
commercial and non-commercial sector.

RECREATIONAL FISHERIES MANAGEMENT

Miguel Adrián Pino Prieto


